Far East lays plans to be stem-cell hotspot leaks. That vial is placed inside at least one other plastic container. This is held inside a polystyrene box containing dry ice, which itself lies inside a heavy cardboard box. Some of the packaging must pass tests such as freefall drops and has survived air crashes, says Plummer: "It's very, very safe. "
Critics note that there is still a risk that the package could be lost or misdelivered, but Plummer says that is unlikely because the sender and recipient would know that the package is in transit. He adds that other select agents, including Ebola virus, are frequently sent in this way. If the virus did escape, it is unclear how serious the consequences would be (see 'How bad would it be if the virus escaped?').
Kuhn argues that the more places and people work with the virus, the greater the chance that it will escape or be stolen. He says that there should be an international agreement that restricts work on the virus to a few laboratories worldwide.
